
Tallahassee Youth Symphony Orchestra to Premier Commission by Pulitzer Prize-Winning 

Composer Ellen Taaffe Zwilich 

On May 7th, 2017, Ruby Diamond auditorium will welcome to the stage the Tallahassee 

Youth Symphony Orchestra (TYO) and the Tallahassee Ballet for a monumental performance. 

Ballet 2017, a youth ballet composed by world-renowned composer and FSU faculty member 

Ellen Taaffe Zwilich, will be the first work by a major composer to be commissioned and pre-

miered by the Tallahassee Youth Orchestras. 

Zwilich carries a strong legacy in both performance and composition, holding the honors 

of being the first woman to earn a doctorate in composition from the Juilliard School and the first 

woman to earn the Pulitzer Prize in Music for her Symphony No. 1. A member of the Florida 

Artists Hall of Fame and named to the first Composer’s Chair of Carnegie Hall, her works are 

numerous and have been performed and recorded worldwide. 

Zwilich’s commission was prompted by TYO music director Alexander Jiménez’s ob-

servation that the availability of quality contemporary orchestral repertoire for youth orchestras 

is regrettably scarce. With a youth orchestra boasting nearly 30 years in existence and a high cal-

iber of instruction and musicianship, Jiménez saw this to be a fitting time to take the TYO to the 

next level. 

Jiménez says of this opportunity and Zwilich’s work, “Having collaborated extensively 

with Ellen, I am amazed that her new work is so technically accessible to the younger orchestra 

while maintaining the integrity of her artistic vision and language, an accomplishment that 

speaks to her impeccable craftsmanship. It is rare to have a composer of such recognition and 

accomplishment writing for young people.” 



The TYO will collaborate on the premier of Zwilich’s work with the Tallahassee Ballet, 

under the artistic direction of Tyrone Brooks. The work is choreographed by Kathryn Karrh 

Cashin. 

The concert will be held in Ruby Diamond Auditorium on Sunday, May 7th. 2017 at 

3:00 p.m. EST. Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for children. Tickets will be available for pur-

chase at the door or in advance at TYO Sunday rehearsals, at Beethoven & Company and online. 

Tickets purchased online may be picked up at at the will-call table on the day of the concert. 

Please join us for this remarkable event! 

For more information, visit tallahasseeyouthorchestras.com 

Contact: Alexander Jiménez, ajimenez@fsu.edu


